Joseph A. Holmen
October 16, 1959 - July 24, 2020

Joseph A. Holmen (60) died Friday, July 24, 2020 at his home. He was born in Savannah
in 1959. He was a graduate of Benedictine Military School class of 1977. Joe spent the
happiest years of his life behind the bar at Jim Collins where he dispensed beer and his
opinion. He was never shy about what he thought on any subject, usually in his own
colorful language. Savannah has lost one of the dwindling few of true downtown legends.
Joe was a very outspoken fan of the Atlanta Braves and University of Georgia football.
Joe was a musician who played in numerous local bands. He sang and played guitar to
the music of Tom Waits.
Joe was preceded in death by his parents, Karl A. Holmen, Mary Daily (Mamie) Holmen,
and his brother John Daily Holmen. He is survived by his brother Karl Holmen III
(Cynthia), and Bobby Holmen of Savannah and his sister Mary H Ellis (Chip) of Nashville,
TN. Two Nieces Lauren M Schwan of Savannah and Margot Suchan of California. Joe is
also survived by all of his many friends.
Visitation 5:00-7:00 pm Tuesday July 28 at Baker McCullough Funeral Home 7415
Hodgson Memorial Drive. Funeral mass at the Cathedral Basilica of St John the Baptist
Wednesday July 29 at 10:00 am.
The Holmen family is forever grateful to Lyndy Brannen and Doug Boykin for being there
for Joe.
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Funeral Mass

10:00AM

Cathedral Basilica of St. John the Baptist
222 East Harris Street, Savannah, GA, US, 31401

Comments

“

An external video has been added.

Baker McCullough Funeral Home and Cremation - July 27 at 07:09 PM

“

Joe succeeded me as bartender at Jim Collins Bar when I went off for "a rest" in
Statesboro.

Mark Kreuzwieser - August 03 at 05:31 AM

“

I met Joe around 1995 at Jim Collins where he was tending the bar while we played
music around that old piano. He was as much of a Savannah institution as the bar
itself, and so was the Hobo Barbecue he hosted every weekend. That little music fest
off the alley on Price street changed my life. One of my favorite savannah memories
was getting invited to play with him at the old Velvet Elvis. He had a singular style of
singing that was wellsuited to his growly drawl and I will truly miss him. Glad I got to
know you, joe. RIP

aaron parrett - July 29 at 09:02 PM

“

Pem and Becca Faucette purchased the Florist Choice Bouquet for the family of
Joseph A. Holmen.

Pem and Becca Faucette - July 28 at 05:18 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Joseph A. Holmen.

July 28 at 01:22 PM

“

A memory? Hah! There are too many. The Christmas in 1989 when Savannah got a
foot of snow when we went visiting door to door. The numerous Friday and/or
Saturday nights sitting around playing music on Hall St. Jim Collins bar. The parties
on my front porch and that one time Joe was inside for a very long time and returned
with a trident he had made. Making the trip to Atlanta to see Neil Young. Saturday
mornings watching Looney Tunes which turned into Saturday afternoons watching
UGA football. Joe was one of those catalyst people. Had I not met him, I would not
be blessed with the numerous friends that remain friends to this day. Ernie the dog.
Charlie the smokin' dog. Sitting on the porch on Sunday morning listening to a
neighbor yell and cuss at TV preachers. I am glad that I told him I loved him the last
time I saw him. See you when I cross over. We'll jam. Peace be with you and your
family

Tommy Swinney - July 28 at 11:35 AM

“

Rusty & Karen Browne purchased the Days of Sunshine Bouquet for the family of
Joseph A. Holmen.

Rusty & Karen Browne - July 28 at 10:48 AM

“

Joe was one of my favorite people and a great friend...and for years I have enjoyed
watching games and talking the finer points of life with he and our friend Doug. Trips
to Savannah for the day regularly involved my family stopping by to see "Uncle Joe".
My family of four children thought the world of Joe and and considered him family...
he loved seeing smiles on their faces and keeping up with them as they grew up
throughout the years. He was one of a kind and never gave in on what he thought
was right. His laugh was contagious and his wit unmatched. To say he will be missed
is an understatement. Our hearts go out to all of Joe's friends and family at this time.

From the Lee family..."We love you Joe!"
Jason and Dakhine Lee - July 28 at 07:47 AM

“

2 files added to the album Memories Album

Jason and Dakhine Lee - July 28 at 04:40 AM

“

Jane Crawford lit a candle in memory of Joseph A. Holmen

Jane Crawford - July 27 at 09:05 PM

“

You have always been such a large part of the community. You were loved and will be
missed but many more than I think you even know. I hope you rest well and have no more
pain. I love you Joe, always have.
Jane Crawford - July 27 at 09:07 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Joseph A. Holmen.

July 27 at 08:45 PM

“

This man's passing is a personal loss to so many people who loved him and who he
loved. This man's passing is also a loss to the cultural core of downtown Savannah.
Joe was a character. Quite a character. Without characters, you don't have stories.
Stories are what real communities are made of. Joe created space in his backyard
and at Jim Collins Bar for old stories to be told, retold, and for new stories to emerge.
Legends created and nurtured. No matter how much downtown Savannah is
colonized the stories hold us together. I treasure having known this man and having
known part of his story. My condolences to the family and to his deeply held web of
friends.

Tom Kohler - July 27 at 11:26 AM

“

I can still hear him do the poem “Contents”.
Big loss for the planet.
Jeff Peterson - July 27 at 04:33 PM

“

my brother

robert holmen - July 26 at 11:30 PM

“

This is sad news my heart goes out to Bob and the rest of the Holmen family,Rest in rock
and roll heaven joe,you were one of the very first people I met when I came to Savannah
Joe and have always had a special place in my heart,rest in peace Joe. Eoin Coogan
eoin coogan - July 27 at 02:04 AM

“

I was very fond of Joseph... he had a gentle manner and a sense of humor like no one else
Ill miss him
alex raskin - July 27 at 09:01 AM

“
“

I have hung out with Joe, many times. A Fun and Good Man.
David DArcy - July 27 at 09:51 PM

Joe was one of my best friends and for years I have enjoyed watching games and talking
the finer points of life with he and our friend Doug. Trips to Savannah for the day regularly
involved my family stopping by to see "Uncle Joe". My family and four children thought the
world of Joe and he loved seeing smiles on their faces and keeping up with them as they
grew up throughout the years. He was one of a kind and never gave in on what he thought
was right. To say he will be missed is an understatement. Our hearts go out to all of Joe's
friends and family at this time. From the Lee's..."We love you Joe!"
Jason and Dakhine Lee - July 28 at 04:34 AM

“

Keeping you and the family close to our hearts. Joe was a kind, gentle man with an easy
smile. We will miss him dearly.
Sheila Edwards - July 28 at 10:32 AM

“

Oh man! This is heart-breaking. I loved and miss Joe. What a sweet, funny person. Mark
Kreuzwieser
Mark Kreuzwieser - August 03 at 05:26 AM

