Joanne Z. Deschenes
May 22, 1955 - July 29, 2020

Joanne Z. Deschenes, 65, of Savannah, GA, wife of Roger D. Deschenes, passed away
July 29, 2020 at Pruitt Health-Seaside in Port Wentworth GA.
Mrs. Deschenes was born to the late Louis and Genevieve Zabohonski May 22, 1955 in
New Britain, Connecticut.
She was a graduate of Pulaski High School and of Central Connecticut State University,
obtaining a Bachelor’s Degree. She enjoyed a long career as a Systems Analyst with
Aetna Life Insurance Company.
In her younger years, Joanne enjoyed Drum Corps where she played both bugle and fife,
marching in parades and winning medals in State and regional competitions, first in Holy
Cross Drum Corps and then Carey Seniors Drum Corps.
When Joanne and Roger were married in 1980, this city girl took the bold leap to live in a
more countrified setting in Prospect, CT where Roger was a volunteer fireman. Joanne
immediately joined The Prospect Volunteer Ladies Auxiliary where she continued to march
in parades and assist in various fund-raising activities.
Life’s next journey took Joanne and Roger to Newington, CT in 1988, where they lived
until their move to Savannah.
The move to Savannah has an interesting backstory. On a cruise to Hawaii in 1996, Roger
had made friends with a husband and wife from Savannah. The way Joanne would tell the
story, “I met these people for two minutes at the airport and next thing I know we’re going
to visit them a year later”. Joanne fell in love with Savannah (and her new friends) the very
first morning. Joanne and Roger continued to visit at least once a year.
Upon retiring 16 years ago, Joanne told Roger “We’re moving to Savannah, I’m not
spending another winter in Connecticut.” So they did, and never looked back.

Joanne and Roger’s honeymoon trip to Disney World led Joanne to a lifetime love of
Disney World. Joanne also loved going on cruises too, including several Richard Simmons
cruises, where some great lifetime friendships with other dieters were made.
She was a member of St. Frances Cabrini Catholic Church as well as the Lions Club of
Savannah.
She was predeceased by her parents, her sister Helen, and her sister-in-law Stephanie.
Surviving in addition to her husband; a brother,Louis Zabohonski of Wolfboro, NH; a sister,
Rachel (Tom) Salvas of Cornville, AZ; several nieces and nephews and great-nieces and
nephews, whom she greatly loved; and many friends, both near and far.
A special thanks to all the staff at both Pruitt Health-Seaside and Pruitt Health-Whitebluff,
as well as to the folks at the Candler Center For Medication Management who worked so
hard with Joanne.
Visitation will be held Monday August 3rd from 5-7 PM in the chapel of the funeral home
with a Rosary Service to begin at 6PM with Father Gabe Cummings officiating.
Due to Covid-19, a Mass of Christian Burial and graveside services will be held at a future
date. There will also be a memorial Mass in Connecticut at a future time.
In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to St. Frances Cabrini Catholic Church, 11500
Middleground Rd. Savannah, GA 31419 or the Lions Club of Savannah, P.O. Box 16916
Savannah, GA 31416.
Baker McCullough Funeral Home Hubert C. Baker Chapel is in charge of arrangements.
7415 Hodgson Memorial Drive Savannah, GA 31406 912-927-1999.
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Visitation

05:00PM - 07:00PM

Baker McCullough Funeral Home, Hubert C. Baker Chapel
7415 Hodgson Memorial Drive, Savannah, GA, US, 31406

AUG
3

Rosary

06:00PM

Baker McCullough Funeral Home, Hubert C. Baker Chapel
7415 Hodgson Memorial Drive, Savannah, GA, US, 31406

Comments

“

An external video has been added.

Baker McCullough Funeral Home and Cremation - July 31, 2020 at 03:07 PM

“

I lite a candle for Joanne at the basilica at WDW.

Sandj - August 23, 2020 at 06:56 PM

“

Roger, my sincere condolences. Much too young...so sorry. Dorothy Malerba

dorothy malerba - August 16, 2020 at 12:36 PM

“

I will never forgot all of the good times I enjoyed with Joanne on those Richard
Simmons trips. She was always the life of the party and so sweet and caring for
those that needed someone to talk with. I miss those times and will always have
those great memories. She will be greatly missed.

marilyn hammond - August 04, 2020 at 07:46 AM

“

Joanne was my classmate for the 9 years at Holy Cross. I remember her as not only
being smart, but she always had a beautiful smile, a wonderful laugh, a caring
nature, and a fantastic personality. With deepest sympathy, Marcia Mikulak Vinci

Marcia Mikulak Vinci - August 01, 2020 at 09:12 PM

“

We have known Annie for over 50 Years. We met her when her sister Rachael dated
then married my brother Tom. As soon as I met her, it became obvious she was a
sweet, caring and funny person. She always made me laugh. When I needed
someone to babysit my boys when I went to work after my divorce, Annie
volunteered. She took great care of them and they loved her.
A few years back, my husband and I spent a week in Ga with Annie and Roger. It
was supposed to be a weekend but turned into a week. This is time I will never
forget.
Annie loved her family and was a generous person to everyone. She was especially
good to my daughter with cerebral palsy. She will be greatly missed.
Love and prayers to Roger,
Jeanne & Chet Kulesa

Jeanne Kulesa - August 01, 2020 at 10:39 AM

“

I met Joanne when I worked at Aetna - she sat across from me. We became very
good friends and once we got talking we realized that we had something in common,
as we were both in fife and drum corp when we were younger. She had a great
sense of humor and I remember the time she wore a dress to work and it was
reversible. At lunch time she asked me to help her change it to the other side to see
if people on our team noticed. Joanne took me on first cruise - it was a Richard
Simmons cruise to loose cruise - we didn't loose any weight but we had a great time.
Before moving to Savannah Joanne and Roger invited me to visit Tybee Island as
they had a time share there - I was in love with area. I was heartbroken when they
moved to Savannah but visited with them every year. She helped plan my wedding in
2006. I couldn;t have done it without here. We have remained friends for a long time
and talked frequently. I will truly miss Joanne, her loving smile and her generosity.
RIP my Dear until we meet again.

Jean Hestad - August 01, 2020 at 09:25 AM

“

Sweetest Sunrise Bouquet was purchased for the family of Joanne Z. Deschenes.

August 01, 2020 at 07:19 AM

“

RIP, dear cousin, Joanne. Photo was taken in New Britain. Dorothy, you and me in
1961

Mary Anne LaPorte - July 31, 2020 at 03:40 PM

“
“

So glad to have connected with you the last few years! Sweet Joanne!
Sandy - August 01, 2020 at 08:49 AM

Cioci Annie, you always told me that I was just like you. You gave me a pearl necklace
about 10 years ago, and I still have it and wear it on special occasions. I will remember you
and your sense of humor forever, as well as your love for your family. May your next
journey be as spectacular as this one has been. Love you, Jan
Jan Donovan - August 01, 2020 at 10:26 AM

“

Dear Roger, we were so sad to read about Joanne's passing just now in the newspaper. I
remember when we lived down the street from each other and all our involvement with the
fire dept., auxiliary. and just getting together to have some laughs' and the fun that we had.
Joanne had such a warm heart and a funny personality that can never be forgotten. Our
thoughts, prayers, and love are with you always. Your cousins, Debby & Lee Finke
Deboarh (Finke) Berardi - August 02, 2020 at 11:39 AM

“

Dear Roger, my sincere condolences on Joanne's passing. Geoff Gidman (former DMR coworker).
Geoff Gidman - August 02, 2020 at 11:58 AM

“

Roger, I am so sorry for your loss. I know Joanne meant the world to you. I know you will
be reunited one day. God Bless you and the "kids".
James E. Aberson - August 02, 2020 at 12:47 PM

“

I met Joanne almost 30 years ago at work. She was a great mentor and confidence booster
to me in a new work environment. Even though our work paths went indifferent directions
we always kept in touch. There are so many things I love about Joanne. Her smile, her
sense of humor, her intelligence, her truly generous and giving nature, her playfulness to
name a few. Joanne was a beautiful and loving women and I will miss her very much. Until
we meet again my friend. Bless you.
Roger I am so sad for your loss. Keep in touch and Be well. Susan
susan - August 03, 2020 at 11:36 AM

“

Joanne was a beautiful soul. I'm glad we got to come to Savannah and see you guys. We
had a wonderful time. She will be missed. Rest in peace Joanne. Roger I am so sorry for
your loss and please stay in touch.
Carolyn - August 04, 2020 at 10:52 AM

