Frances Blakely Stanley
August 31, 1944 - July 25, 2021

Frances Blakely Stanley, age 76, of Savannah passed away Sunday July 25, 2021.
Frances (Frankie) was born on August 31, 1944 in Savannah. She was the daughter of
the late LaMurl and Frank Blakely. She graduated from Savannah High School, Class of
1962. Frances continued her education, completing her Masters Degree in Nursing at the
University of Florida and a member of the Nursing Honors Society. Professionally, she
served as the Program Director and a RN Instructor (Pediatrics) for many years at J
Sergeant Reynolds Community College in Richmond, VA. During retirement, Frances
continued showing passion for helping others in many ways such as tutoring students,
coordinating the Backpack Buddies Program for Gasden Elementary School, the local
Southside Optimists Club and foster care. Frances always had a special place in her heart
for children. She was viewed by many as the matriarch for Trinity United Methodist
Church.
Frances was preceded in death by her parents; LaMurl Shuman Blakley and Frank
Blakely, and sister, Kathy Mayo. She is survived by her loving husband of 43 years, Bill
Stanley; son, Will (Emily); sister, Susan Hall (Albert) of Atlanta, GA; brother, Raymond
Blakely (Beverly) of Nashville, TN; as well as several nieces, nephews and cousins.
The family will be receiving friends from 3:00 – 4:00 p.m., followed by a memorial service
at 4:00 p.m. Sunday, August 1, 2021, at Trinity United Methodist Church, 225 W President
Street, Savannah, GA, 31401, officiated by Rev. Ben Gosden and Rev. Sam Watkins.
In lieu of flowers please consider a memorial donation to the Backpack Program at Trinity
United Methodist Church using the following link https://trinity1848.org/give
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Visitation

03:00PM - 04:00PM

Trinity United Methodist Church
225 West President Street, Savannah, GA, US, 31401
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Memorial Service

04:00PM

Trinity United Methodist Church
225 West President Street, Savannah, GA, US, 31401

Comments

“

The many years I’ve known Fran are filled with memories of a loving, caring and
giving person. I met her through my sister who was one of Fran’s nursing students at
J. Sergeant Reynolds Community College back in the 1970s. Fran mentored my
sister through college and career and beyond. The two remained close, life-long
friends.
When Fran and Bill moved to Savannah for retirement, I was able to spend more
time getting to know them. That is when I recognized the endless depth of Fran’s
spirit. When she fostered children, Fran was not a typical foster mom. She was
certain to take in the child most in need of love and care, the one others could not
help, such as a tiny, premature infant helplessly addicted to illicit drugs during
gestation. She was a champion for the weak, always sharing her strength so others
could grow and overcome whatever hardships they faced.
And she loved family and friends. For Fran, nurturing people was a way of
experiencing life, a way of celebrating life. Her holiday dinners are well known for
their abundance of people and food and love. She conveyed generosity and
strength, and an abundance of care and love in all that she did. Fran will live on in
the hearts of all who knew her as an inspiration for how to live well.
My deep condolences to Bill, William and Emily, Susan and Tom, and Raymond and
Beverly.
Nan Rainey

Nan Rainey - July 27, 2021 at 05:13 PM

“

Mrs.Stanley will be missed by the the dutch island gate.God gave you your wings fly
high and rest in peace.
Mr.Stanley I am sorry about your loss,If there is anything we can do please just let us
know.You and your family are in our prayers.

Betty Arnett - July 27, 2021 at 06:30 AM

