Eathen D. "Deke" Davis
December 10, 1932 - August 24, 2020

Eathen D. “Deke” Davis, 87, passed away peacefully at St. Joseph’s Hospital on August
24, 2020.
He was born on December 10, 1932, to Emmett and Bessie Davis. He was born in a
house on Aberfeldy Street in Port Wentworth and was a resident of Port Wentworth, GA,
until moving to Bloomingdale, GA, in 2001. He followed in his father’s steps and was
employed by the Savannah Sugar Refinery. He retired after 40 years and became a
member of the Over the Hill Sugar Gang. While Deke was in high school, he was also a
member of the Marine Corps Reserves. His number was called while he was still in school
and he left high school to “join up” at the age of 16. He served proudly as a Marine in Dog
“D” Company in the Korean War. He later became president of D Company. He was a past
member of American Legion Post 199 and attended the American Legion Post 135
because of his being a part of “D” Company. In 1953, Deke married Lois Arledge and they
began their family. As a young man in Port Wentworth, Deke was involved in the Port
Wentworth Jaycees (achieved Exhausted Rooster status) where he served as treasurer,
served on the City Council, and coached recreational football and baseball. While in the
Jaycees, he was active in helping build the fountain in Port Wentworth on Hwy. 25. One of
Deke’s proudest moments was receiving his high school diploma from Rincon High School
67 years after leaving school to serve his country. Deke attended Lower Black Creek
Primitive Baptist Church in Ellabell, GA
Deke is survived by his wife of 67 years, Lois Arledge Davis; sons Eathen D., Jr. (Bunny)
of Garden City, Mike (Toni) of Guyton, and Theron (Pat) of Port Wentworth; grandchildren
Amber Gonsalves (Mike Ange) of Rincon, William (Corrie) of Kodiak, AK, Marcus (Donna)
of Bluffton, SC, Jessie of Port Wentworth, Victoria Chesler (Justin) of Guyton, Andy
(Bridgett) of Rockford, AL, Eathen D. III “Trey” (Dojuana) of Guyton; his greatgrandchildren Caleb Gonsalves (Gabby) of Guyton; Aaron Gonsalves of Guyton; Luke
Wendorf of Waukesha, WI; Nora Davis and Leeya Davis of Kodiak, AK; Piper Roderick of
Savannah; Jaxon Chesler of Guyton; and Alexis Williams of Guyton; and one great-great
grandchild, Adalynn “Addie” Gonsalves.

Visitation will be on Thursday, August 27, from 10:30 a.m. -11:00 a.m. at First Baptist
Church Port Wentworth. The service will follow at the church at 11:00 a.m. A private burial
will take place at Forest Lawn Cemetery.
Masks are required and it is asked that social distancing be practiced in accordance to
CDC guidelines.
Please sign our online guestbook at www.bakermccullough.com
Services have been entrusted to Baker McCullough Funeral Home Garden City Chapel,
2794 West US Highway 80 Garden City, GA 31408. (912)964-2862.
www.bakermccullough.com
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First Baptist Church Port Wentworth
402 Pinehurst Place, Port Wentworth, GA, US, 31407

Comments

“

Some of my initial memories of Uncle Deke go back more that sixty-five years when
part of Aberfeldy Street was still dirt. It made a great place for a little boy like me to
play and get dirty. But, that dirty little boy was a welcomed and frequent passenger
with Uncle Deke as he drove into Savannah to meet Aunt Lois when she got off of
work. Fond memories of long ago that will last far into the future. Thank God for the
man who made those memories possible.

Wank - August 26 at 10:25 AM

“

Eathen was good friend, he was in the Marines with my husband.We enjoyed being
with them. He was a good person and will be missed by all. My prayers are with Lois
and his family

Carolyn BEASLEY - August 26 at 12:42 AM

“

I’ve known your Dad most of my life. He’s always given so much of himself for his
whole life. He and Ms. Lois were faithful USO volunteers at the airport. I always
enjoyed chatting with them whenever our paths crossed. You have so very many
good memories of his life that will help you all keep his spirit alive in your families.
Angie Brackett

Angela Brackett - August 25 at 08:05 PM

“

I had the honor of working with Mr. Deke for many years at Savannah Sugar.I always
admired his work ethic and his positive attitude to life.I ran in to him and Mrs Lois at
the grocery store many times. Always enjoyed our chats. Such nice people. RIP old
friend.

Ray Holliday - August 25 at 06:20 PM

“

I am so very sorry for your loss. I only met him a couple of times but know that Amber, his
granddaughter, loved him dearly. Please accept my sincerest condolences.
Joye W. Letourneau (Mike Ange's Mom)
Joye Letourneau - August 26 at 01:56 PM

“

Sorry for your loss. You are in our prayers. Allen, Carolyn and Aver Thompson
Carolyn Thompson - August 26 at 02:14 PM

“

Lois, so sorry for your loss. The last time, about 2 weeks ago, I ran into you two I thought
Deke looked so good. I will keep you and your family in my prayers during this sad time.
God Bless.
Mary Chant - August 27 at 05:02 PM

